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OVERVIEW

• This is a summary report, looking at how York’s city centre economy has 
performed this summer (with focus on school holidays going into Sept).

• The report also looks at how highstreets are performing in a national context 
(H1 2021) and places York within that context.

• The report uses several sources of information including Springboard, Local 
Data Company and Movement Insights.

• The report was compiled by the York BID, in line with its partner working with 
CYC in procuring and using performance data.



Footfall - York



August 2021 Footfall compared to UK

AUGUST

• NOTE! - Footfall in York for 2021, still overall 38% down on 2019 (start of 2021 saw lockdowns that lasted 
three months)



APRIL – VISITOR ORIGIN

60% from York, Harrogate, Selby or Hambleton



AUG/ SEP – VISITOR ORIGIN

32% from York, Harrogate, Selby or East Riding



AUG / SEP – VISITOR ORIGIN

57% (top 20 of all 
visitors) travel from a 
circa 2 hour radius. 

Day tripper market 
has been strong  



Food & Drink Festival end of September 
gave city a real boost

Quarter 2 Quarter 1



York benefits from attracting high spenders



Spend Recovery

Quarter 2 (Apr – Jun) Quarter 1 (Jan – Feb)

• NOTE! – Quarter 3 (Jul – Sep) data not available yet



UK HIGHSTREET 
RECOVERY



UK – STORE OPENINGS & CLOSURES

4,000 net loss 
in H1 2021, 
compared to 
8,000 net loss 
H1 2020



VACANCIES – HIGH ST SHOWING RESILIENCE !

Shopping centres feeling the brunt, with big chains such as Debenhams, Frankie and 
Benny’s etc leaving large holes.



NOTE! - York’s Vacancy rate circa 9-11% - so compares well to national figures 

UK VACANCY RATES BY REGION



UK NET OPENINGS - INDIE’S DRIVING GROWTH –

FIRST GROWTH IN INDIE’S SINCE 2017!

Bodes well for York with strong Indie scene!



UK SECTORS HIT HARD DURING H1 2021



UK SECTORS THAT HAVE SEEN GROWTH H1 2021


